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I Remember Frank

Mom and Pop had four children, one every two years
between 1909 and 1916. Frank was the first-born and
the first to leave the nest. Shortly after graduating
from high school, he joined the U.S. Navy to establish
his career. He rose through the ranks to become a
Chief Warrant Officer, specializing in Radio Communi-

cations.

Frank was in the thick of the South Pacific battles of
World War II. He was killed in an airplane crash in
the Aleutian Islands. He was a passenger enroute home,

following extended active duty in the Pacific in 1945.

My respect for him grew tremendously during my tenure
in the Navy. We had not overlapped or come in contact
in any official way. However, I came to respect and
depend heavily upon the non-commissioned officers of
his rank. I discovered that the Warrant Officers

really are the backbone of the Navy--they run the show!

Frank's widow, Eleanor, helps us to maintain a sense of

continuity and loving memories with Frank, Number One.
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I Remember Ruby

Ruby is the number two child of Mom's and Pop's.
Even though she married before graduating from
high school, she was determined to finish her
education. She did. It took a bit longer--what
with her having a family of four children and with
her having to manage her family's affairs alone
for many years. She not only finished high school

but also college and graduate school!

Ruby had the greatest familial influence on me, the
number three child of the family. She invited me

to come live with her in Stephenson (later its

name changed to Crosby), Mississippi. I was

just starting high school and she was just starting
her family. She then had two small children, James
Robert and Anelle. She immersed me gently but

firmly into a discipline of being a "mother's helper"
while being a conscientious student and athlete.
Eventually, Ruby became the intermediary who made it
possible for me to go to college. At Mom's suggestion,
she had gone to see Mrs. Crosby (the wife of the owner
of the mill where Pop worked) to borrow $100 to under-
write my going to Delta State College in Cleveland,
Mississippi. (After finishing college I repaid the
$100, but with no interest!)
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James Robert unfortunately died as a small chlld.é&uwwij“/ '

Ruby's other three children--Anelle, Barbara, and
Roddy--grew up in style and presented to Ruby and
Clyde most successful husbands and wives and

grandchildren.

Clyde Stringer is also a most successful

discovery by Ruby. He is her second husband and the
lovingly adopted grandpapa of Ruby's children's
children.
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I Remember Ann

Ann was (is) a hard-driving sister, number four in
Mom's and Pop's family. Some of this drive was in her
genes. But a lot of the motivation came from her being
closely connected with the U.S. Army and Air Force,
through Husband Wade Heard's responsibilities and
career. He retired as a Colonel, after thirty years of

service starting in 1942.

Ann is an achiever in her own pattern. She retired
from a professional career as Headmistress of a private
Episcopalian school in Florida. She was an athlete and
a scholar. She starred as a basketball player during

high school and college years.

Wade and Ann had chosen together the field of Educational
Administration pre-World War II. Wade switched to the

Air Force as a career.

Melinda and Hampton, their two children, are "chips off
the old blocks"--both filled with driving energy.

Melinda is in a career with her husband,Jerry,at Boeing;
and Hamp is pursuing a flying career as an Air Force

Officer. He is a graduate of the Air Force Academy.
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